
Each year, many thousands of students 
complete programs of study at British 
Columbia’s post-secondary institutions. 
Student feedback provides information 
that is key to maintaining a high-quality, 
relevant education system. During 2011, 
four annual surveys were used to collect 
information from former students who 
le�
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APPSO
Former 
Apprenticeship 
Students

Since 2005, the Apprenticeship Student 
Outcomes (APPSO) Survey has collected 
information from former apprenticeship 
students who have completed their techni-
cal training. � e 2011 APPSO survey was 
conducted by telephone and online from 
January to April of 2011; 3,599 former 
apprentices from 38 institutions (14 public 
and 24 private) were surveyed, 8 to 18 
months a� er they completed their appren-
ticeship programs. � e response rate was 
55 percent. At the time of the survey, the 
median age of the former students who 
responded was 27. Most respondents (91 
percent) were men.

Apprenticeship programs

A successful apprentice in B.C. is one 
who has earned a certifi cate or “ticket” 
by completing the required work hours 
and technical training and then passing 
examinations. Most of an apprentice’s 
training is on-the-job, but approximately 
one-fi ft h of the required instruction is 
in a classroom setting. Four out of fi ve 
apprentices surveyed in 2011 took their 
in-school training through a public post-

secondary institution and one in fi ve, 
from a private institution. Almost half of 
the former apprenticeship students were 
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Workplace training

A very large majority (92 percent) of 
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their studies. Large majorities gave their 
skill development very high or high rat-
ings.

Nine out of ten respondents (89 per-
cent) said their required courses were 
very good or good in terms of providing a 
comprehensive or full understanding of 
their fi eld of study. An even larger major-
ity (94 percent) rated the quality of course 
instruction in their program as very good 
or good.

Most of the graduates surveyed (94 
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Further education

Nearly half (44 percent) of all DACSO 
respondents had taken further education 
or training; over one-third were studying 
at the time of the survey. Th ere are some 
major diff erences in rates of further study 
depending on program type—those who 
took Arts and Sciences programs were 
much more likely to be continuing their 
studies. Most of the respondents who took 
further education said their programs 
prepared them for their ongoing learn-
ing: 92 percent said they were very well or 
somewhat prepared.

In 2011, a majority (70 percent) of 
DACSO respondents who continued 
their education at a diff erent institution 
had expected to transfer course credits 
from their previous studies. Of those who 
expected transfer credits, a large majority 
(86 percent) got the credits they expected. 
Not quite as many (78 percent) were very 
satis� ed or satis� ed with their transfer 
experience.

Labour force participation

A large majority (85 percent) of the 
former students surveyed were in the 
labour force—employed or looking for 
work. Th ere was a pronounced diff erence 
in labour force participation between 
respondents from Applied programs and 
those from Arts and Sciences. Since the 
former Arts and Sciences students were 
likely to be studying again at the time of 
the survey, they were less likely to be in 
the labour force. Th e unemployment rates 
of the two groups were similar.

Most employed respondents, whether 
from Applied or Arts and Sciences pro-
grams, worked for an employer; only 6 
percent were self-employed. Respondents 
from Applied programs, whose educa-
tion was intended to lead to employment, 
were much more likely to have a training-

related job, while Arts and Sciences 
respondents, many of whom were also 
studying at the time, were less likely to 
have full-time employment.

Over three-quarters (77 percent) 
of DACSO respondents said that the 
knowledge and skills they gained in 
their program were useful to them in 
the performance of their jobs. Th ere 
was a signifi cant diff erence between the 
responses of former students depending 
on their program type; a large majority 
(82 percent) of former students from Ap-
plied programs said the knowledge and 
skills they learned were very or somewhat 
useful, while just over half (54 percent) 
of former Arts and Sciences students said 
the same.

Labour force participation

DACSO

Unemployment rate

Employed

In labour force
89%

72%

79%
63%

11%
12%

Applied Arts & Sciences

Note: The unemployment rate is the number of
unemployed as a percentage of respondents
in the labour force.

Note: Percentages are based on employed
respondents only.

Characteristics of employment

DACSO

Job related to training

Full−time employment

Work for an employer
94%
93%

80%
56%

76%
35%

Applied Arts & Sciences

Rates of borrowing and loan amounts

Note: Percentages are based on all DACSO 
respondents who answered the question.  Dollar 
amounts shown are medians, based on those 
who borrowed.
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Further education by program type
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Former 
Developmental 
Students

� e purpose of the 2011 Developmen-
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